Walnut Hill Volunteers In Patrol (VIP) Minutes 
February 26, 2025
Attendees:
	VIP Active Members
	Present
	Absent
	Excused Absence

	Barron, Bert
	
	X
	

	Beall, Francey
	
	X
	

	Cardillo, Tony
	X
	
	

	Carporal, Christy
	
	X
	

	Cree, Betty
	X
	
	

	Gonzales, Gillian
	
	X
	

	Gonzales, Pete
	
	X
	

	Griffin, Randy
	X
	
	

	Hueffner, Joan
	
	
	

	Hineidi, Scharmagne
	X
	
	

	Joersz, Jeremy
	
	X
	

	Khoury, Terei
	X
	
	

	Krepper, Suzanne
	
	X
	

	LePoris, George
	
	X
	

	Montigue, Tre
	
	X
	

	Noyes, Bob
	X
	
	

	Noyes, Monica
	
	X
	

	Rafter, Kathryn
	X
	
	

	Shaw, Erin
	
	X
	

	Smith, Denise
	
	X
	

	Spica, Andrea
	X
	
	

	Stevenson, Laurie
	X
	
	

	22 VIP Current Members
	
	
	

	VIP Leave of Absence/Medical Leave of Absent Members
	Present
	Absent
	Excused Absence

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	WHHA 
	Present
	
	

	Denton, Taylor
	
	
	

	Shelby Spak
	
	
	



	Dallas Police Department
	Present
	
	

	Officer David Kim
	
	
	

	Officer Sims
	X
	
	

	Officer Taylor
	X
	
	

	Officer Kiala Brookins
	
	
	

	Officer Corey Bulger
	
	
	

	City of Dallas 
	Present
	
	

	Emory Blackburn
	
	
	

	Madeline Turner
	
	
	

	Hernando Cruz
	X
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Dallas Fire Rescue
	
	
	

	Captain Serrano
	
	
	




Meeting Minutes
The WHHA VIP meeting was held February 26, 2025 at the Walnut Hill Rec Center.  The meeting convened  at 6:32 pm, and adjourned at 7:33 pm.  9 members attended the meeting.    

Dallas Police Department:  
Officers Sims and Taylor distributed and reviewed the crime report for February 2025:  
· WHHA stats for violent & non-violent crime continue to be minimal (good news)
· 3 incidents from February 2025 were briefly reviewed: 1 BMV (Burglary of Motor Vehicle); 1 non-family-violence assault; 1 burglary
· Vehicle break-ins are being facilitated by a chip-device that picks up key-fob signals and unlocks vehicles (even if keys are inside a residence/business).  
· Consider an RFID anti-theft bag to store key-fobs to help prevent this type of break-in.
· Officers noted that vehicle break-ins are UP all over the city, but that NO particular group is targeting certain vehicle-types.  Most BMVs continue to be crimes-of-opportunity (unlocked doors, visible valuables, etc)
· 
· Questions:
· Q: Any details on incident on Royal Lane (DF-R, DPD and helicopter called to the scene)?
· A: Officers were unaware of details regarding this incident.
	
City of Dallas Code Compliance: 
Hernando Cruz, our new City Code Compliance partner, joined our meeting.

· Hernando is anxious to help WHHA organize a Resident Code Academy event.  Such events can include other /city departments.  
· WHVIP will coordinate this effort with WHHA for a future date.  
· Among suggestions for City departments to be included in the event:
· Code Compliance
· Parking Enforcement
· NOTE: “Improved” parking space on a lot requires a MINIMUM of 4” of surface material
· Park & Rec
· 311
· 911
· Sanitation and Recycling
· A list of “Top 10 Code Violations” will be provided at our next meeting. (high grass/weeds is #1)
· Questions:
· Q: Which City department is responsible for POTHOLE reporting/repairs?
· A:  Report pothole repair requests to 311.  Use the app…it’s very efficient!
· Q: Coyotes continue to haunt WHHA. What is the best way to report/alert this problem?
· A: Report coyote sightings to 311.  Do NOT leave FOOD outside, and supervise pets (especially small pets).  Most captured coyotes have become too familiar with the human-space, and are not re-located.

VIP: 

Minutes:  January 2025 minutes were approved.

Treasurer’s Report:   
· Taylor Denton provided a full financial report.  There was limited financial activity in February 2025.

Equipment:  No problems to report.

Patrols: 
· February: 3 patrols

Membership: Nothing to report

Old Business:
· WHVIP Officer Nominations
· WHVIP Chair/Patrol Captain:  
· Randy Griffith (nominated by B.Noyes, seconded by S.Hineidi
· WHVIP Alternate Chair/Patrol Captain:  
· CO-Alternate Chairs Betty Cree and Scharmagne Hineidi (Nominated by T.Khoury, seconded by Kathryn Rafter)
· WHVIP Secretary:
· Terei Khoury (nominated by S.Hineidi, seconded by Laurie Stevenson)
· As no opposition candidates were nominated, nominations were closed, and all nominees were voted-IN.  
· Congratulations to our new WHVIP officers!
· VIP Training: 
· Training will be conducted by DPD
· Anyone interested in becoming a VIP member should contact one of our WHVIP officers to coordinate a VIP training date.

New Business:
· NEW VIP Member:  Joan Hueffner !! Welcome Joan!
· Resident Code Academy
· As noted above under “Code Compliance”, WHVIP will seek to partner with WHHA and City Code Compliance to construct and promote a Resident Code Academy in our neck of the woods.  Stay tuned! 
· Crime Watch Newsletter:
· A template for a “Crime Watch Newsletter” has been built.  WHVIP plans to contribute content (or build the newsletter) in coordination with WHHA.  More to come as the newsletter-app is obtained and content is drafted by WHVIP.

· Safety TIPS for our WHVIP and WHHA Neighborhood:  (Based on content from VIP Training in February 2025)
· House Numbers on ALLEY FENCE:  
· DPD officers suggest adding your HOUSE NUMBER (and even your STREET) to your ALLEY fence.  
· Often when an offence is reported, and alley access is necessary, it can be difficult for DPD/DF-R or other law-enforcement to determine the proper residence once they have entered an alley.
· 911:  Call 911 to report:
· Unauthorized solicitors (badge is required after registering with City of Dallas)
· Homeless situations
· Other emergencies or concerns
· 911 calls create an “incident number”.  A “case number” is established AFTER an incident number has been reviewed and assigned.  Not all incidents become cases.  You may call-back to 911 for updates on the call you initiate.
· When observing & reporting an incident to 911 or DPD/DF-R, provide as much detail as possible:
· People: start at the HEAD, moving down to provide descriptions, injuries, distinguishing details
· Vehicles: color, type, license or temporary tag, bumper stickers, any other distinguishing details (broken windshield or mirrors, scratches or dents, etc)
· “Be the Best Witness You Can Be” 
· Resident “vacation” or “away” status:
· May be reported to DPD
· Review of the residence will occur during normal DPD patrols if not otherwise deployed.  ENP participants receive reviews during ENP patrols.
· A “GROUP TEXT” has been established FOR VIP members to alert VIP members:
· Emergency/urgent/unusual situations found on-patrol
· Routine patrol complete notification, if needed
· ACTION for VIP Members: 
· Add app GroupMe to your mobile device (it’s an APP on the app-store)
· Contact  Terei Khoury OR Scharmagne Hineidi to be “invited” to JOIN this group
· You will receive periodic notices from other VIP members as noted above.
· A “neighborhood list” with current resident names, addresses, and phone numbers will be inserted into VIP gear.  The list will be used by VIP members to alert a neighbor of a concern about their residence or surrounding area while executing a VIP patrol, and should not be used for any other purpose.

Our next quarterly meeting will be on May 28, 2025.  A reminder of the date, time and location will be provided prior to the meeting.
 Meeting  adjourned at 7:33 pm.
Respectfully,
Terei Khoury
