Walnut Hill Volunteers In Patrol (VIP) Minutes 
May 28, 2025
Attendees:
	VIP Active Members
	Present
	Absent
	Excused Absence 

	Barron, Bert
	
	X
	

	Beall, Francey
	X
	
	

	Cardillo, Tony
	X
	
	

	Carporal, Christy
	
	X
	

	Cree, Betty
	X
	
	

	Gonzales, Gillian
	
	X
	

	Gonzales, Pete
	
	X
	

	Griffin, Randy
	X
	
	

	Hendryx, Serena
	X
	
	

	Hineidi, Scharmagne
	X
	
	

	Hueffner, Joan
	
	
	

	Joersz, Jeremy
	
	X
	

	Khoury, Terei
	X
	
	

	Krepper, Suzanne
	X
	
	

	LePoris, George
	
	X
	

	Montigue, Tre
	
	X
	

	Neal, Mara
	X
	
	

	Noyes, Bob
	
	X
	

	Noyes, Monica
	
	X
	

	Rafter, Kathryn
	
	X
	

	Shaw, Erin
	
	X
	

	Smith, Denise
	
	X
	

	Spica, Andrea
	X
	
	

	Stevenson, Laurie
	
	X
	

	24 VIP Current Members
	
	
	

	VIP Leave of Absence/Medical Leave of Absent Members
	Present
	Absent
	Excused Absence

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	WHHA 
	Present
	
	

	Denton, Taylor
	X
	
	

	Shelby Spak
	
	
	



	Dallas Police Department
	Present
	
	

	Officer David Kim
	
	
	

	Officer Sims
	X
	
	

	Officer Taylor
	
	
	

	Officer Kiala Brookins
	
	
	

	Officer Corey Bulger
	
	
	

	City of Dallas 
	Present
	
	

	Emory Blackburn
	
	
	

	Madeline Turner
	
	
	

	Hernando Cruz
	X
	
	

	Bridgett Dukes
	X
	
	

	Dallas Fire Rescue
	
	
	

	Captain Serrano
	
	
	




Meeting Minutes
The WHHA VIP meeting was held May 28, 2025 at the Walnut Hill Rec Center.  The meeting convened at 6:32 pm, and adjourned at 7:40 pm.  10 members attended the meeting.    

Dallas Police Department:  
Officer Sims reviewed the crime report for YTD 2025:  
· WHHA stats for violent & non-violent crime continue to be minimal (good news)
· Possible assault from February 2025 was either not reported/confirmed and is not included in stats for 2025.
· Violent crime = 0
· Non-violent crime:
· 6 BMV YTD, not residential.  Likely tools stolen from open contractor vehicles
· 3 thefts, 1 UUMV
· WATCH and REPORT:  people posing as construction workers (wearing ‘construction safety vests’) who are circulating at odd times, or do not appear to be working.  They may thieves or causing other mischief.  Report suspicious activity to 911.
· RACING in WHHA:
· RACING along Hedgeway and other WHHA streets should be reported to 311 immediately… as RACING.
· RACING is considered a different violation from SPEEDING, and is tracked and acted-upon more urgently by a dedicated “DPD Racing Taskforce”.  It is a formal offense that can involve drivers as well as bystanders.
· Officer Update:
· Officer David Kim retires from DPD on May 30, 2025.
· Officer Kiala Brookins has delivered an adorable baby boy, and both mother and baby are doing well.  Officer Brookins may return as soon as August.
· Questions:
· Q: Are more officers expected to join DPD anytime soon?
· A: DPD is taking over Marshall’s duties (and officers), including jails, illegal dumping, homeless concerns, some call-support,etc.  These officers are separate from the “additional (new) officers” approved last year, who will eventually be brought into the training program.
· Q: What is the “traffic plan” as we enter the 2025-26 school year?  How will speeding & racing be addressed?
· A: As the new 2025-26 school year gears-up, DPD and DISD police will be asked to address/confront speeding and racing issues related to TJ.  (This has not been particularly successful since TJ re-opened.)
· Q: How’s the new police chief?
· A:  Officer Taylor hasn’t met him yet, but has heard good things about him and his process.  
· Anticipate a 6-month “study period” before the new chief’s changes/upgrades are introduced.  
· One important change that DPD Chief Comeaux immediately implemented is a 10-hour shift for officers.  This allows overlap of officer coverage, time for administrative duties, and expanded patrol time. The 10-hour shift time is considered a best-practice, and Officer Taylor sees it as a very good change.  He expressed that it may allow calls requiring police assistance to be answered more quickly.
	
City of Dallas Code Compliance: 
Bridgett Dukes, City Code Compliance partner, joined our meeting.  Hernando Cruz was unable to attend.

· Representative Dukes provided the following information:
· “Top Ten Code Violations”:
· High grass/weeds is traditionally #1 on the list.
· Violators are provided an initial NOTICE.  
· If the same violation occurs within 1 year, a citation will be issued. The city will send a crew to cut the grass/weeds, and will send the bill to the property owner-of-record.
· The “Top Ten Code Violations” is provided with these minutes.
· “Community Clean Trash-Off”:
· “Trash-Off” events are held throughout the year in different sectors of Dallas. Document shredding, tires, water-based paint, and other items may be brought for disposal.  Check the Dallas 311 site for more information.
· The “Trash-Off” event schedule is provided with these minutes.
· Code Compliance violations have been “down” recently, partially because the department ran out of tickets!  Tickets are being reprinted at this time, so we might expect to see more tickets issued!

VIP: 

Minutes:  February 2025 minutes were approved.

Treasurer’s Report:   
· Taylor Denton provided a full financial report.  Crime Watch dues collected from January – May 2025 totaled $1347.48.  
· Funds expended in April ($239.69) were for the “Sandwich Tour” (see below )
· Still under consideration for our $22,000 balance: 
· Appropriate community-targeted expense?
· Animal chip-reader?



Equipment:  
· No problems to report. 
· Another VIP Gear bucket has been deployed to B.Cree for easy access on Hedgeway and surrounding streets!  Thanks!!  Anyone else who’ll commit to regularly patrolling is welcome to a VIP Gear bucket.  Please contact T.Khoury.

VIP Patrols: 
· January: 6.75 hours
· February: 3.25 hours
· March: 16 hours
· April: 11.30 hours
· May: 18.30 hours  (V=7 W=8 B=3).   
· Challenge:  Let’s do 20 for June!!!

Membership: 
· 2 NEW VIP members!! :  Serena Hendryx, Mara Neal ……. THANKS!!! WELCOME!!!

Old Business:
· VIP Training: 
· Training will be conducted by DPD
· Anyone in WHHA interested in becoming a VIP member should contact one of our WHVIP officers to coordinate a VIP training date.
· WHVIP Meetings:
· Regular WHVIP meetings are now held QUARTERLY:  February, May, August, November.  Special meetings may be called by the WHVIP Executive Board or by a quorum of VIP Active members, as defined in the WHVIP Bylaws.
· Code Compliance Resident Code Academy:
· This initiative with the City of Dallas Code Compliance department will be coordinated with the WHHA Board.
· WHHA Newsletter:
· VIP contributed content to the WHHA Newsletter published on May 22, 2025, including some “tips” from our last WHVIP meeting.  Sign up to receive the WHHA Newsletter at https://whha75229.net
· “GROUP TEXT” for VIP Active members has been established and tested.   It is intended to provide:
· Notice of emergency/urgent/unusual situations while on-patrol
· Routine patrol notifications as-needed
· “Neighborhood List” with resident names/addresses/phone numbers has been added to each VIP Gear bucket:
· Information is as-current-as-possible, based on resident responses to the annual WHHA HOA communication
· The list is confidential, and is to be used to contact residents in case of a concern or emergency.

New Business:
· VIP Sandwich Tour:
· WHVIP Assistant Chairs B.Cree & S.Hineidi coordinated a MUCH-APPRECIATED Sandwich Tour, bringing sub-sandwiches in March & April to:
· Dallas Police, Northwest Division (30)
· Dallas Fire-Rescue, Station #35 (6)
· Code Compliance (20)
· K.Rafter & F.Beall crafted a lovely WHVIP THANK YOU card for each unit.
· We hope to do this again in the future!  Each unit felt so appreciated and recognized for their commitment to our WHHA community!
· (NOTE:  Dallas Fire-Rescue will be publishing a CALENDAR… 2 of our Station #35 firefighters will be included!)
· Merrell Cemetery – Grave Marking of Eli Merrell, Veteran of the War of 1812, Citizen of the Republic of Texas
· The ceremony, held on Sunday May 25 at Merrell Cemetery, was attended by 60-70 people, including descendants of Eli Merrell and a variety of history-buffs representing historical organizations.   The memorable occasion included an 1812 color guard salute (vintage 1812 musket and cannon-firings), wreath-laying, and grave-marker dedication.
· Details are included in a flyer which is provided with these minutes.
· July 4th Celebration
· VIP will be represented at the annual WHHA July 4th Celebration: 
· A vehicle “dressed” for the occasion (+ blinky-light!) will be in the parade
· Additional volunteers are needed for the event:  Please contact S.Hendryx at shendryx@att.net to sign-up!
			
Our next quarterly meeting will be on Wednesday AUGUST 27, 2025.  A reminder of the date, time and location will be provided prior to the meeting.
 Meeting  adjourned at 7:40 pm.
Respectfully,
Terei Khoury


WHVIP Officer Contact Information:
· WHVIP Chair:  Randy Griffith  lizardlawn@sbcglobal.net  214-762-7333
· WHVIP Assistant Chair: Betty Cree  creebetty@yahoo.com  214-906-7420
· WHVIP Assistant Chair: Scharmagne Hineidi shineidi@msn.com  214-215-4671
· WHVIP Secretary: Terei Khoury. Khoury90@sbcglobal.net  214-415-8437

Attachments:  WHVIP May 25 Attach; WHVIP Member List May 2025
