Walnut Hill Volunteers In Patrol (VIP) Minutes 
February 25, 2026
Attendees:
	VIP Active Members
	Present
	Absent
	Excused Absence 

	Barron, Bert
	
	X
	

	Beall, Francey
	X
	
	

	Cardillo, Tony
	X
	
	

	Carporal, Christy
	
	X
	

	Cree, Betty
	
	X
	

	Delisle, Colleen
	
	X
	

	Gonzales, Gillian
	
	X
	

	Gonzales, Pete
	
	X
	

	Griffin, Randy
	X
	
	

	Hendryx, Serena
	X
	
	

	Hineidi, Scharmagne
	X
	
	

	Hineidi, Saad
	
	X
	

	Hueffner, Joan
	
	X
	

	Husa, Julie
	
	X
	

	Joersz, Jeremy
	
	X
	

	Khoury, Gilbert
	
	X
	

	Khoury, Terei
	X
	
	

	Krepper, Suzanne
	X
	
	

	LePoris, George
	
	X
	

	Montigue, Tre
	
	X
	

	Neal, Mara
	
	X
	

	Noyes, Bob
	
	X
	

	Noyes, Monica
	
	X
	

	Rafter, Kathryn
	X
	
	

	Shaw, Erin
	
	X
	

	Smith, Denise
	
	X
	

	Spica, Andrea
	X
	
	

	Stevenson, Laurie
	
	X
	

	
	
	
	X

	28 VIP Current Members
	
	
	

	VIP Leave of Absence/Medical Leave of Absent Members
	Present
	Absent
	Excused Absence

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	WHHA 
	Present
	
	

	Denton, Taylor
	X
	
	

	
	
	
	



	Dallas Police Department
	Present
	
	

	Officer Kiala Brookins
	X
	
	

	Officer Sims
	
	
	

	Officer Taylor
	
	
	

	Officer Jae Kim
	X
	
	

	Officer Corey Bulger
	
	
	

	City of Dallas 
	Present
	
	

	Emory Blackburn
	
	
	

	Madeline Turner
	
	
	

	Hernando Cruz
	X
	
	

	Bridgett Dukes
	
	
	

	Dallas Fire Rescue
	
	
	

	Captain Serrano
	
	
	




Meeting Minutes
The WHHA VIP meeting was held February 25, 2026 at the Walnut Hill Rec Center.  The meeting convened at 6:40 pm, and adjourned at 7:31 pm.  1 guest attended our meeting, in addition to 10 VIP  members.
  

Dallas Police Department:  
Officer Brookins introduced Officer Jae Kim.  Both Officers reviewed the crime report for YTD 2026:  
· WHHA stats for violent & non-violent crime continue to be minimal (good news)
· YTD Violent crime = 0
· YTD Non-violent crime:
· A single burglary of a residence was recorded, although many are aware of a fire/burglary on Sherbrook that may not have been reported.  2 BMV (burglary of a motor vehicle) were reported (cars were unlocked), and 1 Shoplifting/theft was reports
· UUMV and BMV are constants in Dallas because they are EASY to commit.   Remember to LOCK your vehicle, HIDE valuables (or better yet, REMOVE them) from your vehicle.  Secure access to vehicles and other valuables whenever possible.
· Our WHHA neighborhood continues to be quiet on the crime-front.  Officer Brookins emphasized that this is in LARGE part due to OUR VIP actions, neighbors-knowing-neighbors, community activity (walking, biking, playing, watching), and extra DPD attention through the ENP program.
· VIP Appreciation!!  
· DPD NW Division will host a VIP Appreciation event on April 1, 2026!!!
· April 1, 2026
· 6-8 pm
· 9801 Harry Hines Blvd. Dallas 75220
· Please plan to join DPD and WHVIP at this event!!
· CALL 911:
· Crimes, violations and legitimate suspicions (personal, property) should ALWAYS be reported to 911.  
· Often citizens feel a violation or loss is too small or insignificant to report, or that nothing can/will be done by DPD.  
· From DPD’s standpoint, reporting even a single crime can become part of a larger puzzle that may lead to trapping criminal(s), as well as identifying targeted crime areas/times.
· WATCH and REPORT:  people posing as construction workers (wearing ‘construction safety vests’) who are circulating at odd times, or do not appear to be working.  They may be thieves or causing other mischief.  Report suspicious activity to 911.

· Gun, Gang & Drug Activity - Report Anonymously:
· 972-974-4867 
· www.stopnorthtexasgangs.org
· ALL INFORMATION WILL REMAIN CONFIDENTIAL
· Questions:
· Q: Do our WHHA crime stats compare well to other areas?	
· A:  YES!!!
· WHHA is “far better” than most… DPD attributes this to a tighter neighborhood community, no apartments, limited/no transient population, VIP activity and ENP patrols.
· Q: A fire at a home on Sherbrook was followed by 2 successive home burglaries in February.  This doesn’t seem to be included in the crime report….Why?
· A: It is possible the crime wasn’t reported by the resident.  Apparently the door could not be locked, and the intrusion may have been a crime-of-opportunity (committed twice).  ENP has increased patrol of the area.  
· NOTE: The reporting system that is currently being used may have something to do with this ‘missing’ item.  We will ask Officer Brookins to look into it.
	
City of Dallas Code Compliance: 
Hernando Cruz, City Code Compliance partner joined our meeting.

· Representative Cruz provided these updates:
· Ms Odie Hayes has taken a new assignment in SW Division.  
· Katie Lawler is the new supervisor for NW Division.  Ms Lawler has extensive background in Nuisance Abatement and the team is excited for access to expanded knowledge on this front.
· Report Alley Ruts:  
· Residents are asked to report ruts in alleys to help reduce WATER COLLECTING POINTS and MOSQUITO-BREEDING GROUNDS.  
· Report to 311, or to Mr Cruz
· Alley Tree Limb Obstructions:
· Residents are responsible for clearing & maintaining brush/tree/grass /leaves/debris from their alley up to the MID-POINT of the alley.  Violations can be assessed for failure to keep the alleys clear.  
· Alley Sweeps:
· Code is currently conducting alley-sweeps to look for both RUTS and TREE LIMB obstructions
· “Top Ten” Code violations (copy attached) :
· Code violations can be reported to 311 for ANY part of Dallas!!  
· If you see something that is a violation, you can report it!  It’s for the good of the whole community!!
· Code Violations:  First-time city code violations are treated as a “education opportunity” for the violating resident.  If a violation is not corrected after Code’s initial contact with the resident (call/text/email), a citation will be issued.  Additional similar violations will be ticketed (since “education” didn’t seem to work).
· “Citizen Code Academy” and/or Community Cleanup events:  
· Community gatherings throughout the Dallas community give citizens access to Code Compliance officers as well as other city agencies (e.g Sanitation, Parking Enforcement). 
· Mr Cruz also suggested a Community Cleanup event, where the City of Dallas supplies gear (bags, gloves, tools).
· These events are typically 2 hours long.
· T.Khoury will contact the WHHA board, or possibly Councilwoman Wilis to discuss.
· Questions:
· Q:  Residents flushing their pools often create pooled water in alleys.  Can this be reported?
· A: Yes!  Pooling water of any kind can be NOT ONLY a health hazard (mosquito breeding ground), but ALSO an ENVIRONMENTAL concern, and can/should be reported.
· Q: Are excessive LEAVES in alleys and other areas reportable?
· A: Yes!  Residents are responsible for clearing & maintaining brush/tree/grass /leaves/debris from their alley up to the MID-POINT of the alley.  Violations can be assessed for failure to keep the alleys clear.  
· Q: Is blowing leaves into the street illegal?
· A:  Yes.  This is a reportable incident…but it’s hard to catch it “in-action”












VIP: 

Minutes:  December 2025 minutes were approved.

Treasurer’s Report:   
· Taylor Denton provided a financial recap for 2026-to-date:
· CrimeWatch collected $1,320
· Our balance of $23K is available for approved expenses. 
· Our popular “Treat Tour” for DFR Station 35, DPD NW, and Code Compliance NW was approved for REPEAT in 2026 by attending members. 
· S.Hineidi and B.Cree will coordinate and communicate as they gather steam!
· ENP collected $47,985 (roughly equivalent with 2025)
· ENP officer pay has been increased to $62/hour, and will be increased each year to remain on-target with other areas where ENP services are engaged

Equipment:  
· No problems to report. 
· Anyone who’ll commit to regularly patrolling is welcome to a VIP Gear bucket.  Please contact T.Khoury.

VIP Patrols: 
· November 2025 – 31. (A record!!)
· December 2026 – 17
· January 2026 – 18
· February 2026 – 25
· WOW!!!  Let’s keep increasing!!!!

Membership: 
· We gained 3 new members!  Please WELCOME: 
· Colleen Delisle
· Julie Husa
· Saad Hineidi

Old Business:
· No Old Business to review/update









New Business:
· Officer Nominations and Election
· VIP Chair:  
· Randy Griffin		Nominated & seconded		ELECTED 
· Co-Assistant Chairs:
· Betty Cree		Nominated & seconded		ELECTED
· Scharmagne Hineidi	Nominated & seconded		ELECTED
· VIP Secretary
· Terei Khoury		Nominated & seconded		ELECTED
· NOTE: Unopposed candidates are declared elected as of February 25, 2026 


· WHVIP Meetings:
· Regular WHVIP meetings are now held QUARTERLY:  February, May, September, December.  Special meetings may be called by the WHVIP Executive Board or by a quorum of VIP Active members, as defined in the WHVIP Bylaws.
· Upcoming meetings:
· May 27, 2026
· September 2, 2026  (avoids the summer-back-to-school rush)
· December 2, 2026 (avoids the holiday rush)

· Questions:
· Q: Is it possible to obtain information from ENP reports about homes that have been burglarized?
· A: Our DPD Neighborhood Patrol Officer (Officer Brookins) reports information that she gleans from DPD reporting systems.  You may also see reported information on the City of Dallas site:  www.dallaspolice.net

		
Our next quarterly meeting will be May 27, 2026.  
A reminder of the date, time and location will be provided prior to the meeting.
 Meeting  adjourned at 7:31 pm.
Respectfully,
Terei Khoury


WHVIP Officer Contact Information:
· WHVIP Chair:  Randy Griffin  lizardlawn@sbcglobal.net  214-762-7333
· WHVIP Assistant Chair: Betty Cree  creebetty@yahoo.com  214-906-7420
· WHVIP Assistant Chair: Scharmagne Hineidi shineidi@msn.com  214-215-4671
· WHVIP Secretary: Terei Khoury. Khoury90@sbcglobal.net  214-415-8437

